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The Music of Ireland





The Emerald Isle has been for many the primary symbol of all things Celtic. While this tendency has left the other Celtic lands a bit in the shadows, it is true that the cultural revival in Ireland has been a major motivating force elsewhere. 





One of the most influential groups in the Irish music revival, as well as the resurgence of interest in Celtic music as a whole, is The Chieftains. Over the last four and a half decades they have produced over 50 albums, introduced scores of new musicians, singers and dancers to a world-wide audience, and reconnected Irish traditional tunes with the music of Canada, the United States, and the other Celtic lands. Their effect on the Celtic cultural scene can hardly be overstated and no Celtic music collection is complete without a few of their albums.





Numerous other individuals and groups have followed in their footsteps. 





Running neck and neck with the Chieftains is the band Altan, which has been performing since the later 1980s. Their extraordinarily lineup includes some of the most talented players of the fiddle, flute, accordion, bouzouki, and guitar - not to mention amazing vocals.





The tin whistle suffered from a certain prejudice for some time and was usually relegated to a background role - until Mary Bergin came along and elevated it to a deserved status. In addition to her solo work she has collaborated with numerous other musicians around the world.





Karan Casey gained international fame as the lead singer for the US-Irish band Solas. For the last few years she has moved on to a solo career, winning accolades for her stunning vocal prowess.





The band Clannad has won awards across the globe for their renditions of traditional Irish songs and their own fascinating compositions. Each of the members have also done solo work and collaborated with a wide variety of other Celtic musicians.   





One of the many exciting new Irish bands to come along in recent years is Danu. They have already produced four albums and garnished several coveted awards.





Four Men and a Dog, from Northern Ireland, is one of the most energetic acts going today. They have been shacking the rafters of venues of several years and are a great mixture of traditional music and fun.





This list hasn't even scratched the surface of the wide world of Irish traditional music today. A good place to start your investigation into this exciting musical tradition is to visit the site of Ceolas, a terrific website


That has been providing information on all types of Celtic music since 1994. You can find it at:


http://www.ceolas.org. 
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Check out the Thistle and Shamrock website  for more informati on on Celtic music.   http://www.npr.org/programs/thistle/      

